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Powers Says 


io By MARYLN SCHWARTZ 
* U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers said 
Tuesday the nightmare of two years ina 
‘Russian prison didn’t end with his re- 


t lease. 
t 


+ “We had just gotten back on American 


soil. It was in the middie of the night on 
the eastern shore of Maryland and I 
turned on a‘car radio. I couldn’t believe 
my cars. The newscaster was ca'ling me a 
trailor.” 
He said it was the beginning of avoth- 
‘er ordeal. oe 
* “No one .knew my side of the story. J 
tink the CIA could have done more to 
present “it avhenwallthe criticism came, 
but they just kept me under wraps, 1 was 
Hever given any instructions on what. to 


“3 do if my plane was shot down. As far as 


giving out information ta the enemy, J 
had been told ‘Telk them everything.’ 
They’re going to get it out of you’ auy-. 
way” Le 


Powers said he was particularly bitter 


“ about a statement released by the nation. | 


al commander of the American Legion, 
*Martia B. McKueally. 

“McKneally said-I had served my coun: 
try badly and that Twas more mercenary 
than patriotic. He blasted the fact that I 
was going lo collect back pay for having 
been in prison. He questioned why I 
hadn't killed myself, He said because my 


life was saved, many lives were lost. I 


con't kitow of one life lost because of my 


_ capture.” 


Powers said he received only $20,000 of 
the $52,000 owed him in back pay, The’ 
rest was taken up by Internal Revenue ' 
and spent by his ex-wife. 

“And as far as what was left, I 


_ wouldn’t take on another 21 months in pri- 


son to get $20,090 more.’ 

.Powers was in Dallas to promote a 
book he’d written about his capture, “Op. 
eralion Overflight.” 
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The pilot seid the May 1, 1920 flight in 


which he was shot down was tho first” 


time he had teken along a poison needle. 

“We could take them if we wanled. We 
were told it could also be used as a 
aeapou. I think that's the reasou J took 
it. I considered killing myself with it as] 


was crashing because I was so terrified of -. 


what would happen when 1 was found.” 
Powers ealled his cagtors “as humane 
as possible under the circumstances.” 
“The trial was to be held in Moscow. T 
said J was guilty and. to please just sen- 
tence me. But they insisted en a trial. My 
lawyer was famous for losing every” big 


case he'd ever handled. The prosecutor * 


was famous for winning every big case 
he'd ever taken ‘on. The odds weren't in 
my favor. No Americans were allowed.” 
Powers sald he didn’t expect to get cut 
of prison alive and was particularly dle- 
spondent when the second Christmas sea- 
son had pa eee 


“That was when they ucually told you 
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‘the campaigns to get help for the Ameri- 
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you would be released. Finally ind 
ary, 1962, they asked me how Iw uld Like 
to go to Moscow, without a guard, The 
mace no mention of 1elease, ‘but it sonnd- 
ed hopeful. After Moscow I went to Last 
Rerlin, IT wasn’t given any more informea- 
tion, but I knew I was going in the right 
direction. Up until the last minule they 
didn’t tell me it was a prisoner exchange, 
they said it was a liumanttarian acl on” 
the part of the Russians.” 

Powers, until recently, had been work- 
ing as a test pilot for Lockheed in Calitcr- 


‘nia. He was released from his job in Fen- 
ruary. : 


He said he would like to find another 
job as a pilot but is presently devoting 
his lime to promoting his book. 

“JT would also like to get involved in 


cans being held as prisoners by the North 
Vietnamese. 1 can feel sympathy for their 
situation which is much worse than any- 


‘thing I had lo endure.” ~ : J 
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